Friend Bible Reading Weeks 12 & 13

Week 12
CHARACTER

Matthew 5

The Beatitudes

‘Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, z2and he began to teach them saying:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
sBlessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
sBlessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
sBlessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
’Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
sBlessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
°Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
wBlessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

u"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. 2Rejoice and be glad, because great
is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

Proverbs 16:18

s Pride goes before destruction,
a haughty spirit before a fall.

Luke 12:15-21

sThen he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."
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1sAnd he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced
a good crop. He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to
store my crops.'

1"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build
bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. *And I'll say
to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life
easy; eat, drink and be merry." "'

2"Byt God said to him, "You fool! This very night your life will be demanded
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'

2"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is
not rich toward God."

1 Corinthians 10:12
2G50, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!

Romans 6:12-19

“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil
desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been
brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as
instruments of righteousness. *For sin shall not be your master, because
you are not under law, but under grace.

Slaves to Righteousness

sWhat then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! *Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him
as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to
sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But
thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly
obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. *You have been set free
from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

] put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves.
Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to
ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness
leading to holiness.



Friend Bible Reading Weeks 12 & 13
Colossians 3:12-15

“Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
sBear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. **And over all these
virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

sl et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body
you were called to peace. And be thankful.

2 Chronicles 7:14

14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.

Week 13
TEMPTATION

Luke 10:19

] have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.

1 Peter 5:8

sBe self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

Ephesians 6:10-20

The Armor of God

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. **Put on the full armor of
God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. *2For our struggle
is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms. **Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done
everything, to stand. *#Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, **and with your feet fitted with
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the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. *¢In addition to all this, take up
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil
one. YTake the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God. #And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given
me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, »for
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as
I should.

Micah 7:8

Israel Will Rise

8 Do not gloat over me, my enemy!
Though I have fallen, I will rise.
Though I sit in darkness,
the LORD will be my light.

2 Corinthians 4:18

1850 we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Ephesians 6:11-12

1Pyt on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the
devil's schemes. *For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Romans 12:2

2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.



